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The variety and asymmetrical arrangement of detailing on this corner house 
lends to it an intentionally picturesque appearance. The building is two 
and one-half stories high with a single bay on St. Paul Street and five bays 
Jon Biddle Street. The slate mansard roof is complicated by setbacks and 
hipped and peaked wall dormers. The walls are of running bond brick work 
ornamented with dark glazed bricks, polychrome tiles and white marble trim. 

The basement is punctuated by grilled windows with segmentally arched brick 
sills, a pair on the short facade and on Biddle Street, a pair to the left 
of the marble stairs, then two pairs to the right of the stairs with a 
single window between them. The basement is capped by a marble band course. 

On St. Paul Street there is a wide, tall window of glass blocks surmounted 
by its own entablature. Two stripes of glazed brick appear near the top of 
this window and continue around the building at lintel height. The two 
cellar windows of this facade are set within a shallow recess, the first 
floor window is centered on a slightly projecting wall panel and at the 
second floor level several courses of corbeled brick projects the panel out 
further. The two narrow windows at this level are one-over-one like most 
of the windows on this house, have white marble lintels, and have a single 
windowbasket of Eastlake style. Another double stripe appears at the lintel 
level (a single stripe marks the point where the second floor level is 
located). Between the two windows is a panel of diamond lozenges worked in 
glazed brick with a central polychrome tile. A deeply corbeled brick 
cornice marks the roof line, which on this facade is interrupted by a 
steeply peaked wall gable. A pair of marble silled windows are closely 
spaced under a single Gothic arched tympanum ornamented with basketweave 
patterned brick work worked in regular and glazed tiles. The brick arch is 
highlighted by five marble blocks resembling voussiors. The lower corners 
of the gable also have marble blocks, and another double line between them 
which is interrupted by the windows. A tiny single paned window, with 
marble lintel and sill (a final pair of glazed stripes at sill level) 
appears in the peak of the stone edged gable. 

All the windows on the Biddle Street facade are one-over-one (except for a 
single triangular dormer window). Except for the windows set into oriels, 
which are somewhat wider, they are quite narrow and have marble sills. Most 
are arranged in pairs. The first floor bays contain (left to right): a 
pair of windows set under segmental brick arches with skewbacks, between 
which is a stunted Romanesque column on a bracket; the pair of entrance 
doors and transom under a segmental arch with skewbacks; a three sided oriel 
with peatced slate roof; a pair of windows under skewbacked segmental arches 
and in the bay furthest to the right a pair of windows under a shallow Gothic 
arched tympanum with skewbacks and basket patterned tile work. Two lines of 
glazed brick appear at the level of the skewbacks. 

A single line of the dark bricks marks the second floor level. The bays 
(starting from the left) contain: a three windowed oriel with peaked slate 
roof; a pair of windows between a single lintel and sill; a pair of windows 
with two gills and a single lintel; a single window with marble lintel; and 
a pair of windows under a single shallow Gothic arched tympanum with 
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skewbacks and glazed brick ornament. Glazed brick diaper work patterns 
appear under the windows in the second bay from the left (which is slightly 
recessed) and at skewback level in the furthest bay to the right (which is 
in relief due to corbeling). Diamond patterns similar to those on the 
St. Paul Street facade flank the windows in this bay. A panel of concen­
tric lozenges appears in the second bay from the left between the second 
and third floor windows. 

There are four wall dormers at the third floor level: the first one is 
hipped and contains a pair of windows between a single sill and lintel of 
marble; the second is peaked and has a pair of windows under a brick Gothic 
arch with five marble voussiors whose tympanum is ornamented by concentric 
lozenges in glazed brick; the third dormer is similar to the first and the 
fourth dormer is also similar, but with a single window. There is a tiny 
peaked roof dormer between the third and fourth wall dormers. It has a 
single triangular pane. The corner portion of the roof at St. Paul Street 
is emphasized by greater height and appears to be a hipped pavilion. A 
wrought iron flower adorns the dormer peak on St. Paul Street and a wind 
vane appears over the second dormer (from the left) on Biddle Street. 

PS -708, 



B-1582 

iSMdOR BtfeLlOGRAPttJCAt REFEREMCES 

E GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 
SE 

-SSL-

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o > . 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F LESS T H A N T E N ACRES 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o i . 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Just i f icat ion: ^/L. iy> /ZZ'5" m 
m 

H 

O 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 
............j ;....... ». .... . . J..,!.. . . 

NAME AND Tl T L E : 

Mrs. Cleora Thompson, Neighborhood Survey Coordinator 
ORGANI Z A T I O N 

Commission for Hist, and Arch. Pres 
DATE 

Oct. 1975 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

Room 900 26 S. Calvert S t . 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Baltimore 
12-

S T A T E 

Maryland fe!2P?. 

State Liaison Officer Review; (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National • State • Local • 

Signature 

o 



B-1582 

CITY or OAuriMORC 

DEPARTMENT OF PUDLIC WORKS 

BUREAU OF PLANS ft SURVEYS 
Prtorr f t t f lOCAttON Olvi*,;uN 

WARD I I SECTION f 

BLOCK 4 8 5 



B-1582 
Wilkins House 
100 E. Biddle Street 
Block 0485, Lot 022A 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 

GIS data Courtesy of 
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS 






